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Hosea
The prophet Hosea son of Beeri lived in the tragic final days of the northern kingdom. His life
served as a parable of God's faithfulness to an unfaithful Israel.

Joel
The prophet Joel warned the people of Judah about God's coming judgment—and the coming
restoration and blessing that will come through repentance.

Amos
Amos prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah over Judah (792-740 B.C.) and Jeroboam II over
Israel (793-753).

Obadiah
The prophet Obadiah warned the proud people of Edom about the impending judgment
coming upon them.

Jonah
Jonah is unusual as a prophetic book in that it is a narrative account of Jonah's mission to the
city of Nineveh, his resistance, his imprisonment in a great fish, his visit to the city, and the
subsequent outcome.

Micah
Micah prophesied sometime between 750 and 686 B.C. during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Israel was in an apostate condition. Micah predicted the fall of her
capital, Samaria, and also foretold the inevitable desolation of Judah.

Nahum
The book contains the "vision of Nahum," whose name means "comfort." The focal point of the
entire book is the Lord's judgment on Nineveh for her oppression, cruelty, idolatry, and
wickedness.

Habakkuk
Little is known about Habakkuk except that he was a contemporary of Jeremiah and a man of
vigorous faith. The book bearing his name contains a dialogue between the prophet and God
concerning injustice and suffering.

Zephaniah
The prophet Zephaniah was evidently a person of considerable social standing in Judah and was
probably related to the royal line. The intent of the author was to announce to Judah God's
approaching judgment.

Haggai
Haggai was a prophet who, along with Zechariah, encouraged the returned exiles to rebuild the
temple. His prophecies clearly show the consequences of disobedience. When the people give
priority to God and his house, they are blessed.

Zechariah
Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Zechariah was not only a prophet, but also a member of a priestly
family. The chief purpose of Zechariah (and Haggai) was to rebuke the people of Judah and to
encourage and motivate them to complete the rebuilding of the temple.

Malachi
Malachi, whose name means "my messenger," spoke to the Israelites after their return from
exile. The theological message of the book can be summed up in one sentence: The Great King
will come not only to judge his people, but also to bless and restore them.

Source: Bible Study Tools, www.biblestudytools.com

